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E29, Au}, 31x@18 cm. (2E%) (Green Flower Bowl), 2020, -2, 24, Aul, 21x@34 cm. AFZl: Sylvain Deleu. © Adrian Sassoon, London
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Hhgo] ® BlEE 7b Fjelel SAbY Ale pEe A
F2A B 8 T T 20179 H WA 2o 7]
O Zollg AE PR AT, Fhe] ofe] FRANN 2
2AZ W4

\E':
U Z2AE] Fod wjuich $x] JAT dAR = o
AZF S BAS AL 2 HE SulEA 2. o)A
L 71240l Qo] ofel HE3] 7153 59 AtE0]
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{Someone Is Praying for You, 2023,
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ARl Giulio Ghirardi. © Michelangelo Foundation
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Special Feature Summary

Contemporary Korean crafts fall within a rich and complex spectrum
that crosses the boundaries between heritage and innovation, stability
and experimentation, reverence and subversion, symbolism and udility,
and concept and materiality. Today’s artists are no longer bound by a
singular aesthetic or external gaze. Instead, they each cultivate a unique
sense of contemporaneity and identity through their diverse individual
approaches. This special feature examines the trajectory of Korean craft
as it has been garnering increasing international attention over the past
decade. Part 1 focuses on two major global platforms—the Homo Faber
Biennale and the Loewe Foundation Craft Prize—both launched in

the mid-2010s and now recognized as major indicators of success in
contemporary craft. It explores how Korean artists have engaged with
these two events and how Korean craft in general has been received
globally. Part 2 highlights Korean craft artists who, while based in
Korea, have achieved visible success on the international stage, including
at the platforms discussed in Part 1. Korean craft is now reaching out to
the world, and the world is, in turn, coming to appreciate Korean craft.
Moon Yujin

Part 1 Report: Korean Craft at International Awards and
Biennales

Korean craft has been steadily gaining visibility on the international
stage since the 2000s, largely driven by the efforts of national and
regional governments and public institutions. More recently, its global
presence has expanded with the growing participation of galleries in
international fairs and the proactive engagement of individual artists
in a range of overseas programs. In particular, the international craft
prizes and large-scale curated exhibitions that have emerged over the
past decade or so are worthy of note. These platforms highlight both
originality and aesthetics in contemporary craft while recognizing
its historical significance and artistic potential as a form of living
heritage. They provide opportunities for Korean artists to showcase
their sophisticated artisanry to a broader audience and in more diverse
contexts, propelling Korean craft artists deeper into the global scene.
Among the many current showcases, the Homo Faber Biennale
and the Loewe Foundation Craft Prize stand out for their distinct
identities and unique, artful interpretations of contemporary craft. They
have been drawing significant interest from artists, curators, collectors,
and craft enthusiasts alike. Korean craft has been contributing
meaningfully to the global scene in both quantitative and artistic terms.
A wide range of artists spanning generations, from emerging talents to
mid-career and established figures have been participating with works
encompassing a rich spectrum that transcends specific genres, mediums,
and styles. This diversity reveals both the layered foundation of Korean
craft and the breadth of the artistic sensitivity through which it engages
with contemporary aesthetics. From the transmission of knowledge
and cultural heritage to the expression of contemporary sensibilities
and innovation in making, Korean craft—deeply rooted but reaching
outward in scope—is charting new directions within the worldwide
field of craft. Moon Yujin

Part 2 Expanding Horizons on the Global Stage

We met with eight Korean craft artists who are making their mark
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with international craft awards and by showing at biennales, fairs, and
galleries. Spanning diverse genres and generations, Korean craft has been
earning increasing global attention. Its journey begins in the studios

of these artists who dedicate themselves to their practice with intensity
and diligence. In this feature, the artists share the paths they have

taken to captive audiences worldwide. They reflect on how these global

experiences have shaped their work.

Ryu Yeunhee: Metal That Evokes Warmth
Ryu Yeunhee has been a stand-out in the Korean craft scene this year. In
March, she was awarded the Ebbe Weiss-Weingart Prize, the top honor
at the 21st Silver Triennial in Germany. Just a few months later in June,
she was selected as a finalist for the Loewe Foundation Craft Prize,
completing a run of significant achievements on the international stage.
What makes her work compelling is the warmth she infuses into the
inherently cold medium of metal. Rather than starting out with a rigid
plan, Ryu pursues a process of discovery as she allows her hands and the
material to interact and shape the form. Through the repeated actions
of hammering, flattening, and bending metal sheets, she focuses on the
rthythms created by the movements of her hands. This meticulous yet
open-ended approach leads to a free and intuitive exploration of form
that transcends metal’s natural rigidity. “I would like to present metal in
a new light, going beyond its more stubborn properties, through lines
that are free, warm, and subtle and through gentle curves, warmth, and
natural textures and forms.” The resulting works clearly reveal the traces
of this process—delicate surface undulations from hammering, tonal
shifts from oxidation, and even exposed solder marks. Kim Boran

Kim Joonyong: Transparency Carved from Emotion
While Kim Joonyong’s works commonly take the form of vessels,
they are not simply functional containers—they serve as spaces that
hold memory, emotion, and the traces of time. They draw inspiration
from fleeting moments, such as the sky over Jeju Island, a morning on
Jirisan Mountain, or dusk at Haeundae Beach. Rather than attempting
literal representations, his works translate fragmented impressions into
visual language. His glass pieces constantly transform with the viewer’s
position and the angle of the light, inviting active sensory engagement.
At the core of Kim’s practice is a combination of glassblowing and
coldworking. Glassblowing involves forming molten glass by inflating it
using a pipe, while coldworking includes shaping or grinding the surface
using wet grinders or diamond wheels. By meticulously carving through
thick layers of glass, Kim creates depth and texture and subtly infuses
color into the internal structure to expand the material possibilities of
glass itself. He first gained international recognition in 2013 when he
received an award at the International Exhibition of Glass in Kanazawa,
Japan. In 2018, he was named a finalist for the Loewe Foundation
Craft Prize. Kim notes that such recognition affirms and encourages his
direction and vision as an artist. Oh Sunmi

Huh Sangwook: Experiments in Contemporary Buncheong
For over thirty years, Huh Sangwook has been exploring contemporary
expressions of buncheong, a uniquely Korean ceramic tradition. His
work draws heavily on sgraffito (bakji in Korean), a technique in which

layers of white slip are applied to the surface and then carefully carved
away to create designs. Huh reinterprets buncheong through his own
distinctive variations, layering up unconventional materials, techniques,
forms, and patterns not typically found in the historical canon. He
often renders motifs such as banana leaves, peonies, fish, and tigers in
his signature simple but refined drawing style, while also emphasizing
the abstract rhythms of scraping the slip from the surface. Since 2011,
Huh has served as a leading figure in contemporary buncheong and
Korean craft in general by taking part in numerous international
exhibitions and workshops across Asia and Europe and in the United
States. In 2022, he was selected as a finalist for the Loewe Foundation
Craft Prize. He noted, “The Loewe Foundation Craft Prize places great
value on the historical and cultural traditions of different countries. I
wanted to demonstrate the spirit of beopgo changsin (learning from the
old to create the new), honoring the essence and sensibility of Joseon-
era buncheong while creating my own contemporary interpretations.”
Kim Boran

Bae Sejin: Time Etched in Clay
For over two decades, Bae Sejin has been repeating the labor-intensive
process of assembling tens of thousands of small ceramic units each
stamped with serial numbers. Inspired by Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for
Godot, his ongoing series of the same name involves mixing crushed
stone powder into clay to create countless ceramic fragments. These are
individually marked with numbers and then meticulously affixed piece
by piece to form a larger structure. His work has been recognized on
the international stage for embodying notions of controlled labor and
accumulated time. Bae has received twenty-seven awards at domestic
and international art competitions. Since his debut at Maison & Objet
Paris in 2014, he has regularly participated in major global art fairs
such as Collect, SOFA Chicago, and Révélations. In 2017, he was a
finalist for the inaugural Loewe Foundation Craft Prize. In 2022, he
participated in the Public Program exhibition at Art Collaboration
Kyoto, and in 2023, he worked at the Cité internationale des arts
residency in Paris. Reflecting on his global experiences, Bae shares, “In
South Korea, people who view my work often already know who I am.
Opverseas, I'm judged solely on the work itself, without any background
knowledge. That kind of environment gives me fresh motivation.” Park
Sojeong

Jung Soyun: Threaded Landscapes of the Inner World
Jung Soyun explores the materiality of fiber and the performative nature
of craft through works that intertwine emotional introspection into
natural forms. Through the repeated act of layering and stitching fine
threads, she creates dense, textured images that bind together moments
from daily life, memory, and private landscapes. This approach
highlights the tactile narrative potential of fiber, revealing its capacity
to serve not simply as a material, but as a contemporary medium for
expressing personal experiences and emotions. In 2022, Jung gained
international recognition as a finalist for the Loewe Foundation Craft
Prize. In 2024, she was invited to participate in the Homo Faber
Biennale in Venice, further solidifying her presence on the global stage.
She attributes her positive reception abroad to what she describes as
her uniquely Korean sensibility. “As I work through scenes from my
own life and surroundings, I think a sense of the Korean landscape and
feelings naturally finds its way into my pieces,” she explains. For Jung,

she considers “Korean” to begin with an honest portrayal of the textures
of her own environment and emotions. She believes that the sincere
expression of everyday experiences is what will ultimately resonate most
universally. Park Sojeong

Jeong Dahye: Structures Built Through Weaving
Jeong Dahye reinterprets the traditional Korean craft of weaving
horsehair by incorporating contemporary textile methods to create
original, modern sculptural objects. After studying sculpture as an
undergraduate, she encountered horsehair during her graduate scudies
in traditional textiles at the Korea National University of Cultural
Heritage. Under the guidance of traditional horsehair headband artisans
(manggeonjang) and horsehair hat makers (tanggeonjang) based on
Jeju Island, she honed her skill at treating and weaving horsehair. In
2021, she won the Grand Prize at the Cheongju International Craft
Competition, followed by the Loewe Foundation Craft Prize in 2022.
Along with the delicate perfection, transparency, and lightness of her
work, the jury that awarded her the Loewe Prize in 2022, celebrated
her dedication to reviving and updating tradition. Her works have since
entered the collections of institutions including the Loewe Foundation
in Spain, the British Museum, the Seoul Museum of Craft Art, and the
Korean Craft Museum in Cheongju. Woo Ahreum

Lee Jungin: Solutions Found in Materials
Lee Jungin builds her work on the design awareness she developed
during her studies in product design at the Royal College of Art in
the UK, merging it with hands-on experience in woodworking and
furniture design she gained during her undergraduate studies. Her
internationally acclaimed works using hanji (traditional Korean
mulberry paper) are meticulously designed to generate no waste during
production. “After hearing a lecture from someone who cultivates
mulberry trees in Mungyeong and makes hanji from them, I became
fascinated by its versatility as a material. It’s a part of nature itself; yet
it’s also used as wallpaper and for restoring cultural heritage. While
working with lining techniques, I realized how strong it can be.” Hanji
also became a meaningful material for her while she was raising a child,
as it was safe and non-toxic. For her chair work created by stacking over
a hundred sheets of thin hanji, she was selected as a finalist for the 2025
Loewe Foundation Craft Prize. Woo Ahreum

Park Youngho: Capturing the Flow of Memory in Glass
Park Youngho expresses the flow of memory through glass. He employs
lampworking techniques to translate into the medium of glass the
organic gradations more commonly found in bleeding ink, particularly
a marbling method of blending colored glass. He combines this with
3D modeling to shape sculptural forms and constructs open structures using
a networking technique of melting and fusing thin glass rods with a torch.
In 2021, he was a finalist in the Toyama International Glass Exhibition
and won a Silver Prize at the Cheongju International Craft Competition.
In 2022, his work was selected for the International Exhibition of Glass
in Kanazawa. These milestones have significantly raised his profile,
naturally leading to invitations to art fairs and overseas exhibitions,
including the thematic exhibition for the 2024 Homo Faber Biennale.
“While my work may seem unfamiliar in Korea, it’s often more readily
embraced abroad. What matters most to me is continuing the work and
developing a language that’s truly my own,” he says. Oh Sunmi
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